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Week of August 29, 1988 


WORKING-AGE POPULATION WITH SOME 
EMPLOYMENT ROSE TO NEW HIGH IN 1987 


WASHINGTON--The employment of blacks in the United States 
rose by 160,000 in 1987, according to the annual survey of work 
experience released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
U.S. Labor Department. The black employment gain compared to an 
increase of 1.9 million for whites and 420,000 for Hispanics. 


The survey showed a total of 128.0 million persons held jobs 
during all or part of 1987. This was an increase of 2.2 million 
above 1986, bringing the proportion of the working-age population 
with some employment activity during the year to a new high of 
69.5 percent. 


For blacks in the labor force, the likelihood of 
encountering unemployment during 1987 was 22.8 percent, compared 
to 13.2 percent for whites and 19.5 percent for Hispanics. For 
all three groups, the likelihood of some unemployment during the 
year was greater for men than for women. 


The proportion of persons with full-year jobs increased at an even 
faster pace in 1987. The number who worked year round, full time rose by 
2.6 million, while the number of persons with lesser schedules declined. 


The large increase in year-round, full-time work is partly a 
reflection of a large drop in the number of persons experiencing 
unemployment. About 18.5 million people encountered some unemployment 
during 1987, 2.2 million fewer than in 1986. This was a far greater 
decline than the 280,000 reduction between 1985 and 1986. Nearly 9 out of 
10 of the persons with some unemployment also worked part or most of the 
year. 


The work experience survey is conducted each March as a supplement to 
the Current Population Survey (CPS), the household survey which provides 
monthly estimates of the labor force status of the population. The 
questions in the March supplement refer to work status (weeks employed, 
weeks unemployed, etc.) during the entire previous calendar year. Counts 
of employment and unemployment from the March work experience supplement 
greatly exceed the annual average of the monthly CPS figures, which have a 
l-week reference period. For example, the total number of persons 
experiencing unemployment for at least 1 week in 1987, as derived from the 
work experience survey, was 2-1/2 times the average monthly level of 7.4 
million. And, although 128.0 million persons had some job experience 
during 1987, average employment during the year was 112.4 million. 
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The 2.6 million increase in the number of persons working year round, 
full time was somewhat greater than the rise in totai employment. 
(Year-round, full-time work refers to employment of 50-to-52 weeks at 35 
hours or more curing most weeks; this also referred to as “full-schedule" 
employment.) Between 1982 and 1987, the number of persons working such full 
schedules increased by 13.0 million, while the number with lesser schedules 
actually fell--bv 1.4 million. Between 1986 and 1987, the number of people 
who worked pact year at full-time jobs dropped by almost 850,000, 
continuing a decline in that series that has totaled nearly 2.5 million 
since 1982. However, the number of persons working part time rose by 
nearly 500,000 between 1986 and 1987. : 


Women continued to make up the bulk of the employment growth, 
accounting for about two-thirds of the 1986-87 increase, about the same 
proportion as between 1985 and 1986. The preportion of the female 
population working during the year rose to a record 61.1 percent in 1987. 
(See table 1.) 


About 29.9 million women worked full schedules in 1987. This was more 
than half of all employed women and 31 percent of the female population 16 
years and over. Twenty years earlier, only 42 percent of all working women 
and 22 percent of their population were year-round, full-time workers. 


Men accounted for about one-third (about 790,000) of the rise in 
jobholding between 1986 and 1987. The proportion of the male population 
who worked was 78.8 percent--the same as in the prior 2 years. Nearly 70 
percent of all working men were employed year round at full-time jobs--the 
highest proportion since the late 1960°s. The number of men working full 
schedules between 1986 and 1987 rose by 1.2 million. 


Persons with Unemployment 


The 2.2 million decline between 1986 and 1987 in the number of 
persons with at least 1 week of unemployment reduced the percentage of the 
labor force with some unemployment from 16.2 percent to 14.3 percent. (See 
table 3.) This was the lowest percentage since 1973. In 1982, by contrast, 
22 percent of all persons with labor force experience had encountered some 
unemployment during the year. 


The great majority of the persons with some unemployment--about 9 in 
10--also worked during the year. For these, the median period spent in job 
search or on layoff was 13.2 weeks. Just over two-fifths were unemployed 
for 15 weeks or more. 
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Work experience of the population during the year by race, Hispanic origin. anc sex, 1936-87 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Extent of employment, race, and Hispanic origin 


Civilian noninstitutional population ; 157,875 
Total who worked or looked for work sis ; 112,408 
Percent of the population . 71.2 
Total who worked during the year 111,075 
Pe Ca i os tenesstltiveniccttcncnvinclgitinapsncininlginantavinngncunbitsinitannnndiiiee 70.4 


Percent who worked during the year’ . 100.0 
Full times sanilkinas si 77.9 
50 to 52 weeks as 60.4 

27 to 49 weeks ae . 10.3 

1 to 26 weeks ................ = 7. 7.3 
Part time . 22.1 
Be SIE onic noscchennhicellbiicienensechainigrghlababenbailiaiiiadnstibisieatanichiinee . . . a 

27 to 49 weeks mab gte ie $.1 

1 to 26 weeks ... 5 ‘a 8.1 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Total who worked or looked for work ... 
Percent of the population 
Total who worked during the year’ ; 
Pe I rei cetibicadasnnlisestncnscnitniccesccneaceeagptidianiidintbitstscnceatevgii 


Percent who worked during the year’ 

Full time : 
50 to 52 weeks 
27 to 49 weeks ........ 
1 to 26 weeks ............ 

Part time” . 
50 to 52 weeks 
27 to 49 weeks — : 
FO er eaietcsidatcternsccncnncecetaciseserccnsstbndathdandeestaindiidtaaditicitainasanaayitingrens 


HISPANIC ORIGIN 


Civilian noninstitutional population A 6,304 
Total who worked or looked for work .... we \ 9,225 5,199 | 3.804 
Percent of the population at . 69.9 62.5 : , | 57.1 
Total who worked during the year’ a . 9.008 5,116 ; | 3,701 
Percent of the population : ' 68.3 81.2 ' . 55.6 


Percent who worked during the year’ . 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Full time’ ... 82.1 86.9 s : 74.2 
50 to 52 weeks .................. 58.7 61.7 54. ; 50.6 . 

27 to 49 weeks ........... - * 131 14.2 } 11.6 

1 to 26 weeks desc shonacciitelidliehiapemslsiles ne vaihacagcumn cia ict tact ee iro 11, 10.3 11.0 . 7 12.0 

Part time’. ‘ 2 4 , 17.9 13.1 : . 25.8 

50 to 52 weeks EE rrr aeRT SC Se. Gaiensbiahachebisiiialidaidin suas 68 47 . : 10.3 

27 to 49 weeks ... sain daitonaiadl ‘ pies 3.7 28 4 5.0 

1 to 26 weeks ioe alas , 7.4 7.3 5.5 &.2 10.5 


Time worked includes paid vacation and sick leave. sum to totals because data for the ‘other races’ group are not 
Usually worked 35 hours or more per week presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and biack 


Usually worked 1 to 34 hours per week. Pooutat ms Data te nersi-s 16 years ava ar 
NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic origin groups will not 
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Extent of unemployment during the year by race, Hispanic origin, ‘and sex, 1986-87 


(Numbers in thousands) 


ee ee ee UEeUyUU IE ESS nN EEN ERERREE RESUS 


Extent of unemployment, race, and Hispanic origin 





WHITE 


Total who worked or looked for work 
Percent with unemployment 


Total with unemployment .......... 
Did not work but looked for work 
Worked during the year 


Median weeks of unemployment for ali workers 


Percent who worked during the year’ _— os 
Year-round workers’ with 1 or 2 weeks of f unemployment ce 
Part-year workers’ with ae os pal ‘ 


5 to 14 weeks . 
15 weeks or more 


With 2 spelis or more of unemployment ........ 
BLACK 


Total who worked or looked for work .. 
Percent with unemployment 


Total with unemployment .......... 
Did not work but looked for work 
Worked during the year 


Median weeks of unemployment for ail workers 


Percent who worked during the year’ oallenne — 
Year-round workers’ with 1 oF 2 weeks of unemployment 
Part-year workers’ with unemployment . . 

1 to 4 weeks 
5 to 14 weeks . 
15 weeks or more .. 


With 2 spelis or more of unemployment ............... 
HISPANIC ORIGIN 


Total who worked or looked for work 
Percent with unemployment ..... 


Total with unemployment .......... . 
Did not work but looked for work . ; 
Worked during the year 


Median weeks of unemployment for ali kers 


Percent who worked during the year’ 
Year-round workers’ with 1 or 2 weeks of unemployment aaa 
Part-year workers’ with unemployment ‘ 
1 to 4 weeks ; 
5 to 14 weeks 
15 weeks or more 


With 2 spelis or more of unemployment 


Time worked includes paid vacation and sick leave 
Worked 50 or 51 weeks 
Worked less than 50 weeks 
NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic origin groups will not 


Total Women 


1987 1986 1987 1986 1987 


ee 








110,725 112,408 60,628 61,123 50,098 51,285 
15.0 13.2 15.9 14.2 13.9 12.0 


15,623 14,824 9,648 8,649 6,974 6,175 
1,531 1,333 661 597 870 736 
15,091 13,491 8,987 8,052 3,104 5,439 


12.4 12.0 13.4 13.2 10.7 10.1 


100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 190.0 100.0 

55 5.1 6.5 5.7 4.0 41 
94.5 94.9 93.5 943 96.9 95.9 
20.1 21.1 16.0 16.7 26.1 27.6 
33.3 34.4 33.4 34.4 33.2 34.5 
41.1 . 33.7 


31.6 31.5 . : 26.4 


5,421 
21.3 





1,157 
114 
1,042 


15.9 


. 100.0 ! 

3.0 3.7 1.5 
97.0 96.3 98.5 
15.2 12.4 19.2 20.6 
32.5 31.7 34.2 34.2 
49.3 52.2 43.8 


36.6 38.5 28.4 32.9 


sum to totals because data for the “other races” group are not 
presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and Diack 





Week of August 22, 1988 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: JUNE 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll employment was higher in June 1988 
than a year earlier in 44 states and the District of Columbia, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
Unemployment rates declined over this same period in. an equal number of 
states and the District of Columbia. The national unemployment rate for 
civilian workers, not seasonally adjusted, was down 0.8 percentage point 
over the year, from 6.3 to 5.5 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Of the states reporting over-the-year declines in unemployment rates 
for June, over half reported decreases of 1 percentage point or more. The 
largest drops were in Wyoming (2.9 percentage points), Mississippi (2.8 
points), Alaska (2.3 points), and Louisiana (2.1 points). 


Fifteen states had June unemployment rates below 4 percent, including 
all of the New England states. New Hampshire continued to have the 
nation’s lowest unemployment rate--2.0 percent. Louisiana, at 10.5 
percent, was the only state to have a rate in double digits. Three other 
States--New Mexico, Texas, and West Virginia had rates above 8 percent. 


Of the 250 metropolitan areas for which June data are available, the 
lowest rates occurred in Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester, N.H. (1.4 percent), 
and Burlington, Vt., and Poughkeepsie, N. Y. (both 2.0 percent). 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (15.7 percent), Flint, Mich. (14.6 
percent), and Brownsville-Harlingen, Tex. (14.5 percent), had the highest 
rates. 


The largest over-the-year decline in jobless rates took place in 
Houma-Thibodaux, La.--5.8 percentage points. Large declines also took 
place in Odessa, Tex. (5.0 points), and Midland, Tex. (4.6 points). The 
largest increase from a year earlier took place in Flint, Mich. (1.9 
points). . 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between June 1987 
and 1988 in 30 states and the District of Columbia. The largest percentage 
gains occurred in Nevada (5.5 percent), Florida (5.0 percent), Maine (4.6 
percent), and Washington (4.2 percent). 


Over four-fifths of the states had over-the-year gains in services and 
trade, and about three-fourths had increases in manufacturing; 
transportation and public utilities; finance, insurance, and real estate; 
and government. 
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Civilien labor force and unemployment by State 


‘Civilian labor force Unemployed 


Percent of labor force 


| 
.1 1,893.9 | 2,862.1 | 1,875.1 
254.0 | 246.2 | 249.6 
1 1,620.0 | 1,633.3 1 1,623.3 
Arkansas 1 1,138.6 1 1,328.2 
California’ 113,783.44 114,066.4 -@ 114,175.7 


141.6] 126.4) 162.8] 128.2!) 7. 
29.11 23.21 28.91 23.71 31. 
101.2) 9,4) 106.2] 98.8] 
85.61 88.0) 87.71 87.6) 
= 614.9] 749.51 770.6! 
| ! 1 
136.8] 109.0] 131.0] 106.8) 
55.41 42.21 58.01 53.0] 
9.21 10.21 30.31 10.6] 
20.4) 16.5) 21.01 18.0] 
297.31 288.2) 312.6) 295.21 
| ! 1 i 
170.21 191.21 177.31 199.3) 
20.61 15.5) 22.31 16.21 
36.8) 29.71 34.61 27.4) 
468.71 394.6] 454.4] 403.6! 
at _ 170.5) 128.71 
1 1 
75.61 59.51 76.6) 59.9) 
60.5) 52.9) 61.91 56.7) 
144.9] 134.5] 146.3] 133.11 
248.0) 202.4) 250.6] 202.1) 1 
eae 22.5) _ 22.21 
l 1 
96.51 100.1] 102.8] 108.5) 
103.3] 83.8{ 97.31 110.2! 
368.61 295.13j 408.6] 326.4) 
116.8] 75.6) 119.0) 680.5] 
114.91" 61.31 123.21 90.11 
1 | ! 1 
160.4] 119.2) 158.1) 133.5] 
28.91 27.61 29.11 26.31 
39.8] 26.8) 40.0) 27.3) 
34.91 32.11 35.3) 31.61 
ae — 15.81 12.11 
1 t 
167.8] 148.8] 167.31 146.8! 
62.21 55.44 64.8) 60.2) 
380.4) 340.4] 391.31 289.3) 
135.11 309.4) 160.6! 116.4] 
— -_ _ 13.21 
! 
372.3] 301.6] 385.31 322.91 
122.0] 9.21 122.21 92.51 
79.81 86.0) 78.11 8.5) 
300.7) 279.5) 354.5] 325.3) 
ae — sate aay 
92.0] 76.61 %.5) 78.2! 
13.0] 11.0) 14.4) 13.31 
147.2] 120.51 153.4) 127.3) 
717.51 604.6] 603.2] 685.8] 
—_ 3.4) 50.0) 35. 
| 1 
10.4] 7.81 9.81 ti, 
122.71 1132.21 31 120. 
165.2) 138.5! ei 138. 
81.0) 66.5) 77.61 65: 
144.0] 102.7] 146.7] 102. 
20.91 123.11 19.51 11. 
I I 
1,090.6 | 165.3] 160.8] 172.31 166. 


eonuww 
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veote G21 Feo 
VvigQee~ 
eoeow 
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1,690.0 
1,761.8 
353.0 
44.0 
6,142.2 


1,692.5 

1,723.9 

Delaware 346.4 
District of Columbia....! . 336.9 
| 6,103.9 


-nane 
eenne 
euuwuwe 


3,147.1 
523.3 
465.9 

5,808.2 

2,820.3 


3,143.7 

* $22.2 

475.6 

5,719.4 | 5,731.0 
2,739.1 | 2,793.0 


SONPH BEKMN 


1,499.6 
1,307.4 
1,711.4 
1,925.2 

607.1 


1,461.8 | 1,404.6 
1s278.0 | 1,302.6 
1,681.7 | 1,717.8 
1,961.7 | 1,907.7 

582.2 587.8 


. 
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2,459.0 
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504.2 598.8 600.4 


3,965.5 | 4,002.2 

690.9 689.4 

Mew York’..... + a 8,269.8 | 6,540.3 
Morth Carolina’ 3,291.4 | 3,296.3 
329.6 337.4 


4,026.4 
693.4 
8,553.6 
3,343.5 
336.5 


aa) 
. 


enern VNOGOKNM CGNHN SH 
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5,262.8 | 5,307.0 
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pre chops es ses.7 s2s.3 
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1,527.7 
1,460.1 
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527.4 
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3,673.7 | 3,661.9 
tee 3 wes 
2,379.6 | 2,353.9 
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2,364.6 
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+ Date are obtained directly from the Current Population Survey annual averages and may differ fro 
Population Survey. (See “Explanatory Notes” for State data published earlier. Except in 11 States designated 
and Area Labor Force’ Data in Employment and Earnings, by footnote 1, estimates for 1988 are provisional and 
Monthly.) will be revised when new benchmark information becomes 

Pp * preliminary. available. Data for Pwerto Rico are derived from a 

MOTE: Data refer to place of residence. monthly household survey similar to the Current 
Unemployment rates are computed from unrounded data. Population Survey and are not subject to revision. 
Estimates for 1967 have been benchmarked to 1967 Current 
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Employees on nonagricultural payrolls by State and selected industry division 
(In thousands) 


Transportation 
Manufacturing and public utilities 


-e eet 2,506.6] 1,527.2] 1,506.6] 1,542.2 a 367.3) 373.8) 369.7) 377.91 72.7 73.34 
see 232.61 209.6) 219.11 216.41 10.4] 13.61 13.9) 15.41. 16.61 17.81 19.3] 
«++ 1 1,389.61 1,420.21 1,370.31 1,394.51 96.01 186.21 1868.8] 167.0] 189.3] 71.21 71.91 
--eel 837.6) 860.7) 837.71 861.91 35.4] 217.4] 225.31 219.61 228.51 50.21 50.71 
‘weeeee eeree mente Wea satan wemeeat Wemmead Wane pate 579.91 582.6 
i ! ! | | 
Colorado...........++4 1,400.1] 1,396.3] 1,405.4] 1,399.21 62.6) 183.21 184.71 186.8) 683.2] 83.2! 
Connecticut....... 1,670.9] 1,663.3] 1,686.9) 63.2) 386.9) é 388.2) 378.1) 71.8] 73.31 
Delaware..... 319.4] 332.0] 526.0) 338.31 22.21 69.31 70.21 69.4) 13.51 13.61 
District of Columbia.| 651.6) 668.2] 658.51 673.4! 15.91 15.91 16.0) 16.4) 24.6! 24.81 
ON Se ae CATE. nen one ct a 530.0] a 254.91 256.31 
1 1 ! 
GRENPEDe cccsccencce 2,764.51 2,792.8] 2,779.81 2,800.91 150.5) 570.7) 571.71 569.8) 174.1) 175.41 
eee 458.61 467.91 459.61 469.0] 20.6) 21.8! 22.1) 22.2) 36.71 37.11 
332.9) 343.21 337.31 346.61 14.91 52.9) 55.3) 58.1) 17.81 17.8] 
4,895.11 5,006.9] <,912.31 5,036.0] 215.4) 928.81 930.51 948.9] 294.5] 295.51 
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Employees on nonagricultural payrolls by State and selected industry division-Continued 
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473.11 485.31 478.3] 486.3) 101.91 102.5) 103.6] 407.3) 424.1) 413.9] 424.7! 539.4] 316.7] 335 
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+ Employees in mining are not shown separately but are included adjusted to March 1967 benchmark levels, except for Colorado, where 

in the total. data shown are adjusted to December 1966 levels. Estinates, after 
P * preliminary. the current benchaark month, are provisional and will be revised when 
NOTE: Data are counts of jobs by place of work. Data have been new benchmark information becomes available. 
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. Unemployment rates by State and selected metropolitan areas 
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(See “Explanatory Notes” for State and Area Labor Force 
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Includes interstate portion of area located in adjacent 
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Data are obtained directly from the Current Population 
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Harrisburg-Lebanon-Carlisie 


Johnstown.... 
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Beaver County....... 
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Mew Hampshire... 
Mashua 


Data in Employment and Earnings, Monthly.) 


Pennsylvania*......... 


Mew York*..... 
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by State; June 1988 
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Week of August 29, 1988 


OSHA AWARDS $1.4 MILLION TO 
13 NEW DIRECTIONS GRANTEES 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration has awarded $1,417,000 under its New Directions 
grant program for fiscal year 1989 to 13 non-profit organizations. 


Nine labor organizations and four employer associations will use the 
funds to develop and improve safety and health services in the workplace. 


The program is intended to help nonprofit groups develop permanent, 
self-sufficient programs which continue to provide safety and health 
training after federal funding ceases. Toward that end, the organizations 
increasingly assume greater financial responsibility for their efforts over 
the three- to six-year grant period. 


The awards announced today bring the total distributed through New 
Directions to more than $75 million to 213 groups during the past ten 
years. Award recipients and their grant awards are listed below. 


Labor Organizations Award 


Alaska Laborers Training - $71,000 
School 

2501 Commercial Dr. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 


American Federation of 
State, County & Municipa 
Employees 

1625 L St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 


Arkansas State AFL-CIO 146,000 
1115 Bishop St. 
Little Rock, Ark. 72202 
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Industrial Union Dept., 171,000 
AFL-CIO 

815 16th St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 


National Training Fund 102 ,000 
Sheet Metal & Air 
Conditioning Industry 

601 N. Fairfax St. 

Suite 240 

Alexandria, Va. 22314 


Orlando Building & Construction 87 ,000 
Trades Council 

3712 A Silver Star Rd. 

Orlando, Fla. 32808 


Retail, Wholesale & Department 108 ,000 
Store Union 

30 E. 29th St. 

New York, N.Y. 10016 


United Steelworkers of 76,000 
America 

Five Gateway Center 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222 


West Virginia Labor 197 ,000 
Federation, AFL-CIO 

‘501 Broad St. 

Charleston, W.Va. 25301 


Employer Associations Award 


Master Builders of Iowa 86 ,000 
221 Park St. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50303 


National Association of 117,000 
Steel Pipe Distributors 

1726 Augusta, Suite 102 

Houston, Tex. 77057 


National Constructors 138 ,000 
Association 

1101 15th St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C, 20005 


N.Y. State Association 
of Fire Chiefs 

Box 445 

Kinderhook, N.Y. 12106 





Week of August 29, 1988 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


The first call for an eight-hour day by a labor union was in 
1859 by the Machinists and Blacksmith Union at its annual 
convention in Philadelphia, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department. 


The first state laws authorizing the eight-hour day were 
passed in 1867 in Connecticut, Illinois, Wisconsin, New York, 
Missouri and California, according to the U.S. Labor Department. 
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The first federal legislation giving the eight-hour day to 
laborers, workers and mechanics employed by the federal 


government was enacted in 1868, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department. 


The first state law limiting the hours for working children 
to no more than 10 for children under the age of 12 was passed by 
Massachusetts in 1842, according to the U.S. Labor Department. 


. oe 
The first eight- -hour law for state and municipal workers was 


passed in New York in 1870, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department. 








